  Stony Point Fire District

Board of Fire Commissioners

Regular Meeting
February 23, 2023
Chairman Commissioner Chris Huslinger called the meeting to order at 7:31pm
Commissioner Robert Sullivan led the pledge to the flag.

Board members present:
Chairman Commissioner Chris Huslinger 
Commissioner George Thamsen

Commissioner Robert Sullivan
Commissioner Kevin Armstrong

Treasurer George Mulligan

Secretary Douglas Mann

Attorney Scott Dow
Kevin Armstrong Chief SPFD

Kurt Mulligan First Asst Chief SPFD

Mark Cronin second Asst Chief SPFD

Frank LoPresti Captain Wayne Hose Co.

Michael Dipisa President Wayne Hose Co

Public Comment: No public present for tonight’s meeting

Minutes of previous meeting:

Copies of the minutes of the following meetings were provided to all board members:
January 26,2023 Regular Meeting

Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to accept the minutes listed with the change noted. Commissioner George Thamsen seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously.
Commissioner Kevin Armstrong motioned to open the Public Hearing regarding the exemption from taxation of up to 10% of the assessed value of real property owned by eligible member for the fire district purposed as permitted NY Real Property Tax law section 466-a.. Commissioner Robert Sullivan seconded the motion. Motion passed as all were in favor. Public Hearing was opened @7:40pm  
Correspondence 

Montefiore/Nyack EAP


Executed copy of contract 2023


Letter from Montefiore/Nyack EAP Annual Activity for 1/1/2022-1`2/31/2022


Winter 2023 EAP ‘Balance Newsletter

Correspondence (cont’d)

Social Anxiety and School Refusal

Preventing and Managing Sexual Harassment in the Workplace 

Kornfeld, Rew, Newman & Simeone

Extract of minutes adopting certification criteria for eligible firefighters

Certified list of eligible firefighters doc.

Extract of Minutes Resolution real property tax exemption from fire tax doc 

Rp-466-a-vol

 Copy of letter to Rockland Journal News Public Hearing for 2/23/2023

 Copy of letter to Rockland journal News for Bid opening for Rear Mount Aerial Apparatus

Association of Fire District of the State of New York Proposed AFDSNY By Law Amendments

FASNY Gerald J. Buckenmeyer Memorial Scholarship program

United States Senate Charles Schumer FY2022 SAFER Grants period 2/13/2023-3/17/2023

Haight Fire Equipment Breathing Air Compressor/Air Test Service

VJ Networks contract renewal 

Firefly Admin Inc. copy of letter to Treasurer George Mulligan

 concerning payment letter for Todd Blauvelt Death Benefit

 Verification on the birthdate of John B Gordon eligible in 10/1/2023

Sutphen 2023 aerial Platform Service Contract

Verizon Wireless Tier 2 Online Submission Report 1/1/2033-12/31/2022

AT&T Services tier 2 Online Submission Report 1/1/2022-12/31/2022

Chiefs Report:
Chief Kevin Armstrong discussed the mechanic working on the fire district apparatus. Both the Chief and Captain have spoken with KER service.

18 Patrol need to discuss further as to what is to be done to the vehicle.
Plans for 18-1000 board members are looking into this.

Mutual Aid agreement with Fort Montgomery Attorney Scott Dow stated the agreement is the same and is for the period of January 2023-December 2025. Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to accept the Mutual Aid Agreement with Fort Montgomery fire District concerning the bear Mo0untain park buildings. Commissioner Kevin Armstrong seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.
New Air packs continue to work on the info provided Chief Armstrong information received from MES on the pricing of all the necessary items concerning the new air packs MES provided a NYS Contract No. PC69026. 

Dive Team dive equipment has been sent out for repairs (masks)

Chiefs Report(cont’d)

Narcan Training

Senator NY State Senator Pete Harckham requesting the use of the firehouse to conduct NARCAN training, Request is for Tuesday March 7, 2023, 6:00pm-8:30pm

Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to accept the request. Commissioner George Thamsen seconded the motion. Motion passed as all were in favor.

First Asst Chief Report:
Asst Chief Kurt Mulligan discussed the printers with VJ Networks some modifications are being made.

Asst. Chief Mulligan attended the Long Island Fire Expo 

Some of the vendor that were there included:

Clean Air


FRS software 


Firefly Admin Inc.

Hi Tech Fire Equipment

Hudson Valley Fire Equipment


Martin Sendlewski Architects PC

(Holding a 2023 firehouse Design Seminar Wednesday June 7, 2023 @ 6:00pm at the Sparkill Firehouse Facility)

Currently have new owners working at the old Lovett Plant site  Haugland Group working on barges address 54 Elm Drive Tomkins Cove, NY 10986

Second Asst Chief Report:
Asst Chief Mark Cronin reported on attendance at the Andy Fredericks Seminar & Rockland County Fire Instructors seminar.

Provided information on individuals to attend the NY State Chiefs HOT training on June 16-16, 2023
6 individuals M. Cataldi, D. Raymond, K. Hoyt, N. McGuire, TV Larkin, M Cronin
 Hotel $1908.00 4 nights 6/13-16  3 rooms 2159.00 same hotel as last year
 Training $ $5275.00 3 days x5 firefighters @345 & 1 educational 0nly @100

Request the use of chief’s car and 18MPV 

Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to accept the training request and lodging expenses for the NY State Chiefs HOT training. Commissioner Kevin Armstrong seconded the motion. Motion passed as all were in favor.

Asst Chief Cronin request permission to attend Fire and Life Safety Educators Conference at the NYS Fire Academy Montour Falls, Ny on May 5-7, 2023 two Fire Fighters attending Charles Larkin and Dylan Raymond Cost of $114.00 room & board
Commissioner George Thamsen motioned for the additional cost of the room & board. Commissioner Robert Sullivan seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.

Asst. Chief Mark Cronin requested for 4 firefighters to attend the Extrication University in Cortlandt Ny on October 28, 2023, B Emirezy, D. Raymond, M. Cataldi, N Mcguire. To attend
Expected Cost $1650 + meals.
    Training $1300.00 4 FF @325.00 ea.
     Hotel $350.   1 day  2 rooms 
Will need district vehicle for transport.
Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to accept the Asst chief request for extrication training Commissioner George Thamsen seconded the motion. Motion passed as all were in favor.

Asst Chief Cronin discussed some of the upcoming training sessions In House County Extrication Courses 101 & 102 
Training dates are  101-March 13, 15, 18. 102-March 25& 26

Company Extrication course looking at some time in April 2023 working with officers and senior member.

Captains Report:

Copies of the Captains report were provided to each board member.

 18-1500 Rear Air Bags have been replaced.
Miscellaneous:

Driver Training K Reynolds and O Flores have requested to be approved to become driver trainees.
Commissioner Kevin Armstrong motioned to accept both K Reynolds and O Flores as driver trainees. Commissioner Robert Sullivan seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.

Driver Trainees D Raymond & C Alfieri are certified to drive18-MPV Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to accept both D. Raymond and C. Alfieri as drivers of 18MPV. Commissioner Kevin Armstrong seconded the motion. Motion passed as all were in favor.
Wayne Hose Co Captain Lo Presti reported that the ladder testing and hose testing is scheduled for May 8, 2023
Presidents Report

New Members:

Members on Medical; Thomas Peterson
Members on leave: William Babcock Military leave

Members status change: Mike Moon- 6 months (Aug 23)

Members who have resigned Anthony Demecurio resigned in good standing.
Suspended members.

Members dropped from the rolls. 

Presidents Report (cont’d)
Requests:

The bill for the annual dinner has been completed and submitted.

Deacon Phil would like to know if he is eligible for 10% tax exemption, he will be donating the funds he saves to a college scholarship.
Vice President Bulson is asking permission to use 18-101 for the Annual Emergency Services Blood drive Sunday April 30, 2023, Stony Point EMS and Police will be at the blood drive as well.
Commissioner George Thamsen motioned to accept the request for the Emergency Services Blood drive. Commissioner Robert Sullivan seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.

Christmas display has been moved to 101.
Any ETA on the slop sink in the bay at 18-100 Sink is working.

Treasurers Report:

Treasurer George Mulligan explained to the board about having the membership fill out the beneficiary forms for the new Glatfelter Life Insurance Policy Will be at the next monthly meeting and hand out the forms to the members and have them fill out and return them to the treasurer.
Veolia Water has put the new billing rates into effect.

Treasurer Mulligan discussed the information concerning the 10% Real Property Tax exemption and the listing of the membership list to be forwarded to the Town of Stony Point. Three lists will be completed and turned over to the town.

1. Complete membership list as of 2/23/2023

2. Member that have 2 or more years of service as of 2/23/2023

3. Members that have more than 20 years of service as of 2/23/2023

Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to have the above-mentioned lists of membership turned over to the Town of Stony Point. Commissioner George Thamsen seconded the motion. Motion passed as all were in favor.

Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to close the Public Hearing regarding the exemption from taxation of up to 10% of the assessed value of real property owned by eligible member for the fire district purposed as permitted NY Real Property Tax law section 466-a. Commissioner Kevin Armstrong seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.
A Public Hearing and Meeting of the Stony Point Fire District Board of Fire Commissioners, was held at the firehouse located on North Liberty Drive, Stony Point New York, on February 23, 2023, at 7:30 pm

There were present
Chairman Christopher Huslinger




Commissioner Robert Sullivan




Commissioner George Thamsen II




Commissioner Kevin F. Armstrong

Alas present:

George Mulligan, Treasurer

Douglas Mann, Secretary

Scott A Dow, Attorney

After the close of the public hearing, the following resolution was offered by Commissioner Robert Sullivan and seconded by Commissioner Kevin F Armstrong                    
WHERAS, the New York State Real Property Tax Law has been amended by adding a new section 466-a regarding a partial real property tax exemption of up to ten percent of the assessed value of the primary residence owned by an eligible volunteer firefighter, or volunteer ambulance worker. The intent of this resolution is to continue and expand any partial real property tax exemption, if any, currently offered and consistent with the terms of the newly amended statue and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, as follows: Residential real property owned by an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall be exempt from taxation and assessments levied by the Stony Point Fire District to the extent of ten percent(10%) of the assessed value off such property, exclusive of special assessments, subject to the requirements set forth in this resolution.

Eligibility:


Such exemption shall not be granted unless:

A. The applicant resides in the town or Village which is served by such incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service:
B. The property is the primary residence of the applicant.
C. The property is used for residential purposes; provided, however, that in the event that any portion of such property is not used exclusively for the applicant’s residence, but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation and the remaining portion only shall be entitled to the exemption provided by this resolution, and

D. The applicant has been certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, volunteer fire department, or voluntary ambulance service for at least two years. The applicant must submit proof of such certification together with the application for an exemption.
Additional Exemptions.

A. Grant of Lifetime Exemption.

Any enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service who accrues more than 20 years of active service, and is so certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department or incorporated voluntary ambulance service, shall be granted the ten percent (10%) exemption as authorized by this resolution for the remainder of his or her life as his or her primary residence is located within Rockland County.
B. Un-remarried spouses of volunteer firefighters or volunteer ambulance workers killed in the line of duty.

The property tax exemption authorized by this resolution and granted to an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall, upon application, be continued to such deceased enrolled members’ un-remarried spouse if such member is killed in the line of duty, provided that:

1. Such un-remarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service as an un-remarried spouse of such enrolled member which was killed in the line of duty.
2. Such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least five (5) years;

3. Such deceased volunteer had been receiving the exemption prior to his or her death.

C. Un-remarried spouses of deceased volunteer firefighters or volunteer ambulance workers. Th property tax exemption authorized by this article and granted to an enrolled member of an incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service shall, upon application, be continued to such deceased enrolled member’s un-remarried spouse. provided that:
1. Such un-remarried spouse is certified by the authority having jurisdiction for the incorporated volunteer fire company, fire department, or incorporated voluntary ambulance service as an un-remarried spouse of each enrolled member;

2. Such deceased volunteer had been an enrolled member for at least twenty (20) years, and

3. Such deceased volunteer and un-remarried spouse has been receiving the exemption for such property prior to the death of such volunteer.

Application

Application for such exemption shall be filed with the Assessor on or before the taxable status date on a form as prescribed by New York State

No Diminution of Benefits

No applicant who is a volunteer firefighter or volunteer ambulance worker who by reason of such status is receiving any benefit under provisions of Article 4 of the NYS Real Property Tax Law on the effective date of this resolution shall suffer any diminution of such benefit because of the provisions0f this resolution.
Effective date
 
This resolution shall take place immediately.

Resolution was passed unanimously at a regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioner on February 23, 2023








Douglas C. Mann, Secretary








Stony Point Fire District

Treasurers Report (cont’d)

Treasurer George Mulligan provided copies of the treasurer’s report. He reviewed the treasures report with the board members.

The report was for the period of January 1 to February 23, 2023, the report showed a total beginning balance & receipt of $2,206,919.04, Total disbursements of $277,129.79, leaving a closing balance of $1,929789.25
Treasurer George Mulligan reviewed the remainder of the report.

Commissioner Robert Sullivan motioned to accept the report as presented. Commissioner Kevin Armstrong seconded the motion. Motion passed as all were in favor.

Vouchers:

Commissioner Kevin Armstrong motioned that all vouchers presented at tonight’s meeting be paid if found correct upon audit. Commissioner George Thamsen seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously Vouchers listed on last page of these minutes.

Attorneys Report:

The attorney reviewed the contract of VJ Networks some changes were applied to the contract. Commissioner George Thamsen motioned to have the chairman sign the VJ Networks contract with the noted changes made g by the fire district attorney. Commissioner Kevin Armstrong seconded the motion. The motion was passed unanimously.
Attorney Scott Dow informed the board members that several vendors have requested copies of the rear mount aerial specification.

Accessory building Looking for contractors Also some changes to be made to the specification.
Committee:

Lighting project at Station #2 received  an estimate from Bilco Electrical Contractors, Inc 

Work in the kitchen area & some outside above the garage doors Estimate $3,250.00

Commissioner Sullivan to remove Fred Hardin from the credit company and add Kevin F Armstrong
 Door at 18-101 south entrance -working on

Weight Room need to have the heavy bag hung up.
Lighting in the chief’s office also look at radio room also will have to obtain prices.
Being no further business to come before the board Commissioner Robert Sullivan                              

motioned for adjournment. Commissioner Kevin Armstrong seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:03pm.
Respectfully submitted.
Douglas C. Mann

Secretary

	Vouchers February 23,2023
	

	
	

	Advantage Alarm Inc.
	$345.00

	Aramsco
	$732.54

	Carlo Minuto Carting  Co. Inc.
	$111.60

	
	$110.52

	Culhane's Air Conditioning & Refrigeration, Inc.
	$799.30

	Denise's Cleaning Service
	$1,120.00

	D&G Electrical Supply Co. Inc.
	$186.00

	Gladfelter (Coyle Ins Agency)
	$4,171.14

	Global Montello Group 
	$1,164.02

	
	

	KER Service & Repair
	$2,846.00

	
	

	M&T Bank
	$1,289.00

	
	

	OHD LLP
	$935.00

	Orange & Rockland   25 N Liberty Dr
	$2,036.41

	                               199 Central Highway
	$2,811.26

	Orkin          25 N Liberty Dr
	$70.00

	                  199 Central Highway
	$45.00

	Pepsi Cola
	$199.35

	State Line Fire & Safety 
	$762.75

	
	$240.00

	Frederick Stevens & Sons Roofing Inc.
	$90,300.00

	Brian Sullivan
	$19.00

	TD Bank
	$25.00

	Touch of Gree of Rockland Inc.
	$1,850.00

	Veolia Water  hydrants
	$46,047.16

	                    25 N Liberty Dr
	$50.23

	                   199 Central Highway
	$342.31

	VERIZON Wireless
	$683.88

	Verizon    786-5870 
	$378.57

	               942-0844
	$523.04

	VJ Networks
	$714.60

	Wayne Hose Co No 1 Inc.
	$21,004.55

	
	

	Total
	$181,913.23


